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New phase for

Community Radio advocacy
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adio occupies a paramount place in
R::a: society. And in many parts of the
vorld, this potent ool has been used
in the transformation of the society.

As a marter of fact no medium rouches
the lives of grassroots communities like the
community radio, which places development
and societal change on the palms of the
people.

With community radio, members of the
community become the architects of their
formune.

Interestingly, while many parts of the
world, including neighbouring countrics are
tapping into this opportunity, Nigeria cannot
boast of the presence of a community radio
stanon, This has necessitated the birth of
the crusade for the licensing of community
radio in the country.

The advocacy for the development of
community radio in Nigeria has therefore
reached its sixth year. It began in November

2003, when eleven eminent citizens deawn
from different civil society organizations
gathered in Lagos and began the vital jour-
ney in the Nigerian media landscape.

The group, called "Steering Committee’
was given the mandate 1o design and assisy
in managing a plan of action which would
midwife the establishment of a viable com-
munity radic sub-sector in Nigeria. The
committee set 1o work immediately with full
vigour

A furry of carefully and professionally
packaged activities 1ook the message of
community radio to all pants of Nigeria. As
awareness and interest developed in the
grassroots and other constituencies,

demands for reforms in policy, law and regu-

lation in the broadeast sector were sent 1o
the offices of appropriate government agen-
cies. Within a short time, the community of
advocates increased. A committed penera-
tion of Nigerians passionate about commu-

Senate Committee on Information
supports radio pluralism

he Senate Committee on Information
I and Publicity has thrown itz weight
behind radio pluralism in Nigena.
The Senate Committee on Information and
Puldlicity has thrown its weight behind radio
pluralism in MNigeriathe chairman of the
committee, Senator Ayogu LEze who spoke
at the 2-day seminar organised by the
Nigeria Community Radio Coalition in
Abuja said that the Senate Commirttee on
Information was ready to assist to put in
place the legislative infrastructure needed to
bridge the communication gap between
communities in Nigena, with emphasis on
building community radio in the country and
enhancing media pluralism.
Senator Eze advised the engagement of all
legislators and policy makers in a process of

dialogue to generate useful facts and help
push for the realisation of Nigena commu-
nity radic. He expressed dissausfaction with
the absence of a single community radio in
Nigeria, while other countries in the region
could boast of well established community
radio statons.

He stressed further thar community radico
would contribute to leadership development
in Migeria and buoy transparency and
accountability in governance in the country.

He assured participants that the Natonal
Assembly was prepared 1o repeal all the laws
that impede journalizm practice in the coun-
try, while disclosing that efforts were being
made 1o speed up the passage of the
Freedom of Information Bill currenily in
the National Assembly.
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nity radio emerged.

They ook up the challenge of ensuring
the evolution of community radio broad-
casting in Nigeria.

Years afrer, the results are asrounding as
many positive results have been achieved,
Awareness and interest have translated inro
action in many prassroots communitics
where serious preparations are being made
1o ser up radio srations.

Government responded posinively and
embarked on policy reform by ordering a
review of the old Natonal Media Policy and
the design of a fresh community radio poli-
cy. Regulation has improved and subsranrial
space is now provided for communiry
broadeasting in the Nigerian Broadeasting
Code. Bur communiry radio has nar yer
beeame a realiry in our media landseape.
Licences for the csrablishment of communi-
ty radio srarions have not been issued, and
policy reform processes of government have
slowed down drastically.

This is a eritical srage. Communiry radio
advecares are of the convietion thar the
work of more than half-decade which has
preduced necessary awareness should be
made to see the light of the day.

Communiry radio must become a realiny
while srakeholders, including community
racio advocares, decision-making bodies and
those occupying strarcgic positions in gov-
ernment zhould keep poliey, legal and repu-
latory reform policies on track and acrualise
the licensing and establishment of commu-
niry radic stationz. Tr is believed thar there is
a daunring rask ahead. Bur the zeal, with the
determinarion is there.

The publication of Media Vista which is
aimed ar disseminaring the appropriate
information and edueation ro various con-
stituencics is one of the inidarives rowards
this dirccrion,
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crusade 10 have freedom of infor-
mation kaw in place in Nigeria got a
boost recently when President Umaru

Musa Yar'A dua promised 1o sign the Fol bill
into lver 28 soon as it iz endorsed by the
MNational Assemlly.

The Fol crusade suffered a setback when the
former leader of the country, President
Olusegun Obasanjo Giled o endorse it after
the fifth National Assembly of the country had
passed the bill. But at the inception of the sixth
National Assembly, the advocacy for the pas-
sage of the bill gathered momentum,

The president who spoke at the second
Timex Global Communication Summit held in
Abuja, the Federal Capital Territory on
"Legiskuive and Public Communication: the
Way Forward,” rised the hope of Fol advo-
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President Yar'Adua promises
to sign Fol bill into law

cates when he wld the people present at the
gathering that the presidency was aware of
their plight.

"1 am not oblivious concerns of some
Wigerans that passing the Fol bill will make
information available in the polity and broaden
legislative and public communicaton. 1 will not
hesitate w sign it inte k™ the president said.
The assurance of the president was contained
in the speech read on his behall at the surmmit
by the Minister of State for Information, Alhaji

Information Minister renews hope on
Community Radio licensing, Fol Bill passage

Thﬁmufh{wmmmm
Akunyili has assured stakeholders thar
the Federal Government would be will-
ing to issue licences 1o groups interested in

; :
The Minister, in the speech read on her
behalf by Mr. Emeka Mba at the 2-day seminar
omganized by the Nigera Community Radio
Coalivon in Abuja, commended the Nigeria
Community Radio Coalition for embarking on
the initiative and saluted the vision and
resilicnce of the coalition for wking it upon
itself vo build a pharal media sector in Nigera,
Akunyili stated that Nigenia media had, with
much robustness and a high sense of profes-
sionalism in the past years, performed cred-
poraries across the globe,
She pointed out that "in performing its socie-
tal roles which include informing and educating
the populace, acting as a watchdog, providing
public oversght and faiitating govcrnment-
«itizens interface, the media ranks as a fore-

most promoter of democrcy and develop-
ment.”
As part of efforts towards building a plaral
media sector in Nigenra, Akunyili wold the gath-
ering that the President was ready 1o assent o
the FOI Bill once it is passed into kw by the
Natonal Assembly.
She stressed thar the promotion and acoal-
ization of plurality and diversity in media, along
with a level playing field, had become a feanure
of the media landscape in Nigeria, with a char-
setically di :
different mstes.
e
Abunyili noted thar the removal of govern-
ment monopaly in 1992 has produced a lange
number of commercial broadcastng outfis in
television, radio, cable, among others, as well as
new licences issued 1o instinutions of higher
bearning in the couniry to support the delivery
of educational marerials.
While appreciating the lange number of sea-
tions in the various sub-sectors of the broad-

Ikea Aliyu Bilbis, The president noted that the
lives of Nigetans would not be wonth living,
and that the democratic process would not be
camplete without effecuve flow and due access
10 information.

The rwo-day summit, which was anended by
over 200 participants limented the absence of
a Marional Policy on community radio, which
eculd be uzed as a potent 100l in the public
information system and therefore recommend-
ed the formulation of such policy without fur-
ther delay.

cast terrin, Akunyili observed, however, that
the largeness in number had not met the
demand of the people for information. She
therefore advocated a plural broadeast practice
comprising a three-tier structure including pub-
lie, commercial and community broadeasting

She said government had started making a
casting, listing, the introduction of campus sta-
tions in several locations in the country as the
first svep in that direction, to service rural, sub-
urban and other hitherio yet o be served or
underserved sections of the population.

She expressed the readiness of government
1o work with other stakeholders 1o put in place
an approprate and up-to-date policies, ks and
regulations to guide the implementation of
programmes and expressed optimism that that
the completion of the two policy processes
would provide a solid plaform for activities in
Tequirements.

Calling on the coalition o make recommen-
dations o the government on how to fast-track
the process of emenging commumnity broadeast-
ing in Nigeria.

How community radio can aid FG’s Seven-Point Agenda -NBC

he National Broadeasting
Commission (NBC) has idenufied

community radio as a vital wol for
achieving the Seven-Point Agenda of the
Federal Government.

The Dircctor-General of the organization,
Engr. Yomi Bolarinwa who said this while
delivering a paper at the 2-day seminar on
Community Radio Development in Nigeria
in Abuja on April 200 and 21, 2000, pointed
out that commumity radio was essential in
arcas like power and encrgy, food sufficiency,
education, land reform, health and so on.

Engr. Bolarinwa whe was represented by a
director in the organization, Mr. Mujtalba
Sada, noted in his paper that the unigue
characteristics of the medium stand it out s
a distinet ool as community broadcast sta-
tions exist basically w serve the underserved
ot marginalised members of the community.

The NBC boss stated that community
broadeasting service was owned by members

of the community, who jointly see 1w its
management and development and benefit
equally from its services.

Agcording to him, community breadeast-
ing must be controlled by the community
and every [acet of its operations, including
management of facilities, funding and others
should reflect joint ownership,

He noted that community radio has helped
socicties to combat the prevalence and
spread of diseases including the deadly
HIV/AIDS through the provision of ade-
quate information to local communities,
Speaking specifically on the Federal
Government's Seven-Point Agenda, Engr.
Bolarinwa explained "that in many parts of
the world today, radio is demonstraung the
capacity to enhance economic development,
contribute to technical growth, improve
health and education, strengthen national
security, combat crime and corruption, give
expression to cultural plurlism and promote

democratic process.”

Speaking on the relevance of community
radio to the atainment of gquality education
in the country, Engr. Bolarinwa said govern-
ment had long realised the need o do some-
thing about the dwindling state of education
in the country, which necessitared the deci-
sion by the government to approve the
issuance of 27 campus broadeast licences by
the Natonal Broadcasting Commission to
augment the efforts of lecmrers, He also
said that community radio could serve as a
platform for meaningful dialogue among the
people, and berween the people and the gov-
ernment, instll a sense of belonging in com-
munity members and enhance agriculoaral
development.

He cited the World Bank and Navtional
Fadama Development Project 2006 as a proj-
ect aimed specifically at tapping the benefits
of community radio in developing agricul-
ture and promoting food security.
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Community radio has helped democracy
globally — AMARC PRESIDENT

resident of the Warld Association of
P( “ommunity Radio Broadeasters

(AMARC), M. Steve Buckley, has
stressed the role of community radio in the
global effort to atain sustainable democracy
and development.

Buckley, who spoke at the 2-day seminar on
Community Radio Development in Nigeria,
organized by the Nigerian Communiry Radio
Coalition in Abuja said community radio had
led the way in most agitations for democratic
rule arcund the world, deserbing communiry
radio as a ‘global phenomenon’.

He pointed out thar the development of
community radio in any part of the world has
been infimartely connected with democratisa-
tion, improved processes of gevernance, and
mare sustainable approaches 1o development.
He traced the history of commumirty radio back
1o the 19408 when the first stations were set up
in Baolivian mining communitics, and on the

O MAaR®BLE
Here in Nigeria, we are yet to formulate a
policy on the operations of commumnity radio
structure. It may interest us 10 know that in the
whale of West Afriea, Nigeria remains the only
country whose marginalized and underserved
are yet to enjoy the benefits of community
radio.
Mf.ﬁiﬂyfﬂﬁgdhﬁnﬁ@ﬁ
Mecting Covmmamity Nevels amod Foposiations throsgh
Saustainadek Broaackiasting in North East Nigria af a podiic
oy orpanised by B s Coomier cur Merch 19, 20060,

Community broadeasting has far-reaching
social, political, economic and cultural advan-
tagres, African countrics should case off the
stringent and regulatory requirements to
encourage the emergence and facilitate the
growth of community broadeasting on the
continent",

Cmmuaiqu issueed at Aficast 2008, beld a the
Shencium Hletel and Tovers, Ungia from Ocsober 215t -
23ni 2008,

Digital content production and delivery will
dramatically reshape the dynamics of the
broadeast industry. The onus is on us o update
our capabilities for digital broadest or sk
being marginalized.

B Lgfmame, formocr Divecter Cienenal, IRCIN, fr i
Pper Mackl of Nationa? Brvadust Mangemens: Cliies
o AApian Drvesvaters i 0 Digitiseed Enytrosment of
At 2008,

"Radio and the media can establish this
eredibility by being committed o pursuing the
truth without fear or favour, yet being politically
neutral. There is no way that Radio can gain
the respect and confidence of all sides in a con-
flict if radio stations or newspapers are profes-
in '

Frvuk; Servumorks, Mg, Rais | erchaes Liberia af
the Senuar on Conmunty Raks Derekpwent in Nigenia,
A

west coast of the USA, while community radio
has continued to prolifierate in almost all the
eountrics in West and Ceneral Furope.

Buckley linked the emergenee of community
radios in Africa in the 1990s and its subsequent
growth o the wave of democracy. Buckley
noted that "not only can we talk about eommu-
nity radio having a role in democracy and
development, but we can point o many exam-
phes across the world where thar contrbution s
reatl and ranggible™,

He made specific reference g Nigeria, and
said that though community radio was yet o be
established in Nigena, the experience he had in
the UK as well a5 other countries, had shown
that the campaign for change in policy, legisla-
tion or regulation and so on can take dme and
it requires patience, resilience and courage. He
tharked the Minister of Information and chair-
man of the Senare Commitiee on Informarion
for their strong: statemenis of support and

a

Nigerian Community Radio coalition members

assured commitment to the genuine realisation
of media pluralism in Nigena,

On the imperative of a plural media environ-
ment in the eountry and the necessity for com-
munity radio broadeasting, Buckley noted thar
the low rating of Nigera on the ranking scale
of Reporters Without Borders' World Freedom
of Expression Index atiested o the fuct that
Nigeria noeded to open its media space and
give access to the country's diverse populace.

Buckley who believed thar there were many
weaknesses in the policy, legislative and regula-
tory environment of broadcasting in Nigeria
enjoined the coaliton o ke advantge of the
current legal situation and seek the intervention
of the Minister of Information in eensing a
limited number of communirty radio statons.

“Let us move from policy to action. And let
us focus our alking oday on persuading those
who have the power to do 20, 1o tike the
action necessary for commumnity radio 1o com-
mence in Migeria,” he said.

African broadcasters call for concerted
efforts against HIV/AIDS

Tu‘ broadeasters who made the declara-
tion at their summit in Abidjan, Cote
d'Tvoire on Apnl 30, 2009 noted that
the present siuation presents a huge challenge
1o development workers across the globe and
moe spedfically, 1 Africa where the number
of new infeeions continues to grow daily due
1o the lack of necessary informarion about the
prevention, treatment, care and support of
those living with HIV/ATDS.

While they believed thar communiry radio
holds the ace in the shadng of knowledpe, dis-
semination of information and the coverage of
HIV/AIDS, they called for parnerships
berween community media and other seetors
of the sodety. According to them, community
radio should also produce and broadeast spe-
cific programs on such topics as the impaerts of
climate change on agriculture, health, nutrition
and politics; locally observed changes such the
drying up of water sources, green house
effects, disappearance of vegeral and animal
species; the effeots of exiractive activites and
the strategies of communitics 1w adapt.

"Community radio should also faciliate the
understanding of climate change by the vadous
community stakcholders and promaote alterna-

tive technologies. We underine the importance,
the urgency and the necessity for community
brosdeasters w assess the knowledge, aninudes
and practices of the local population abourt cli-
mate change as the basis for program produc-
tion," the media broadeasters said. The body
alsor recomnmended the srenpthening of the
AMARC srrucrure and the improvernent of its
funcrioning at the country, regional, continental
and internarional levels,

"We recommend that instirutional support
from AMARC and irs pariners should be
directed to national and regional networks in
priority for advocacy to ever expand freedom
of expression; o create and consolidate an
emabling environment for the growth of com-
munity media, to reinforce capacites and o
prewide equipment. "Communication and com-
munication rghts are basic human Aghts and
community radio is, by definition, ar the center
of a communication for development process
that involves all the community.

“Compmuanity rdio is not only a media outler
1o reach a community, but also a project on s
crom oght, that gives voice o the voiceless,
empowers the excluded and fosters the com-
munity 1o express, to be heard and 1o organise
itself.
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radio advocate —Prof Opubor

Professor Alfred Opubor,
university don and frontline
community radio advocate
speaks on his interest in
community radio advocacy

than 30 years after FESTAC
77, what have you observed in
respect of Africanization of the
mass media in Nigeria which you advocated
at the colloqueinm of that event?

Is FESTAC really that so bongs ago! T suppose:
*Africanization” was my way of addresdng sever-
al e Onentaton-an Afnca-centered view of
thingrs, inclading news and entertaimmens; Style:
derving from orentuion, an Afncan-inspired
‘manner’; Content: programming that is over-
whelmingdy African in content. The effeer of all
of thar should be that anyone who accidentally
unes in -t a Nigeran broadeast would have no
doubt whar part of the world it was coming
froam,

The report cand on the Nigerian media along
these dimensions i in my view, encouraging.,
thewgh pl.:rﬁmm‘c i s, Mews on AIT for
example, is very Africa (and Diaspora) fooused,
espectally in their duly "Kakaki®, And NTA
Intermational has an abundince of images of
Migreria and Afnica that are increasingly wellpack-
aped.

Broadeast entertainment programming is
thercfore more and more African in onientaion
and manner, Popular music and Nollpwood an:
unmistakably Nigenan in inspiraion. Content is
becoming so i many stations, though sclf-con-
scious attempts o be ‘international or ghobal are
retanding the potential achicvements. Here's what
Twrote recently, for another purpose, thar may
be redevant here

The print media are attempting o be robustly
Migrerian in their content; and that indudes their
grammatical filings! Unforumaiely interst in the
ourside world, including in the rest of Africy,
SCCmS sqr.:rﬁdsﬂ, depending, as it docs, in their
eribbing from non-African news agendes and
websifes,

You have been a passionate advocate of
informed your passion?

Twent info commumicaion studics in the mid
60 whien definitions of development were pet-
ting polemical, with Latin American scholars,
espeaally, challenging the prevailing westem
orthodoxy. By the tme T finished my doctorane
n 1969, the arguments were becoming strident,
with our non-western colleagues sounding
almest raucous, They were insisting: that develop-

ment should mean liberaton |, 1 be free o
accept your heritage, to refuse 1o be defined by
others, and 1o have the power 1o determine the
fumire of your society; that outside experts did
not necessanly have the eohitons for the prob-
lemes thar mural communities were experiencing;
thar indigenous knowledge” had validin:, and dhat
progress in economic production should be
matched by progress in feelings of self-warth, In
the commumication field, there was clamor for a
new paradigm, to match the changes in general
and participation were gradually creeping into the
literamre. For most people in the word, thar
would mean communicating in their own kan-
puages about their realities, with peeple who lived
near them. That was the conrext in which I wed
to understand whar mdio could do for us in
Nigeria, when [ peturned home. 1t is well known
thar Unilag appreached the federal military gev-
ermment fior a cadio license over 35 years ago,
and was refused. W had wanted a wol w each
our students modern broadeasting skills; but we
also wanted 1o initate them into thinking about
communiry media. Remember that not long
afterveand, Unilag Masscom began nural eommi-
nication studies in Igboghbo, near Tkorodu, That
would have been a perfect way 1 complement
our tadio programmes. Experiences in Mali and
Mozumbigue in the 905, hedped o sharpen my
resolve. | have determined ever since that we
st initiate community broadeasting in MNigera,
50 that we benefit from its potential impact on
comimniry development.

What is yorr assessment of the advocacy

“The sinktion is ke dialogue with the deaf. The
Commumnity Radio Coalition has been vocally
efriging 4 government systam that appears mone
deaf; unable 1o hear the impornant messages of
its interloauors. At one podnt, 1 thought the
Obasanjo regime was listening, with the seeming
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openness of Minister Frank Nweke o policy ini-
tiatives. Bur the expected outcome from the
labors of the Community Radio Drafting
Committee, which T chaired,was a government
White Paper kgtimiing conmmunity radio Tt
never materialized; and the movement appears
mogbund. The NBC, as repulator, is part of the
problem, but more importantly, they could also
be part of the soluton, While CRC has recaved
good and sympathetic hearing feom NBC {prov-
ing that they are not wne deall), the NBC's
structural impediment in beng ted o the
President’s authority, has been a major hindrance
in moving the agenda forward,

Recenily, the government lcensed some
campus radio dations. What arrangement or
institwtional framework do you think showld
be put in place to ensure that these stations
correctly serve the interests of the acadentic
commimity and the society at large?

By the way, these campus radios are not com-
ity radio stations as undersiood in the pro-
fession and as defined by the African Charter on
Broadeasting, But they represent a positive move
forward in achicving pluralism in eadio broad-
casting in Nigea The first step is to make them
independent of the campus authorties, inchuding
Vice Chancelloss and Rectors, One way o do so
is through a povernance structure that is broadly
based, invobving university teachers, students,
workers and representatives of the surrounding
eommunities in a kind of management body o
oversee the operations of the satons, Secondly
they should refleat the academic voeation of our
higher instinstions through the quality of pro-
grams they broadeast; which will mean elose ool
kboration with academic and msearch wnits for
developing program ideas. Thirdly they should
explicitly seck rdevance o their off-campus sur-
moundings through conscously reaching out
the outside communities in their program con-
tent. It woubd be exedlent if the communinics
were invited to participare in designing and crear-
ing relevant programs, in an effective “town-and-
gown' rebwicnship. "To be self-sustaining (apart
from specified grants from the authorties for
student welfare, for instinmtional culiural develop-
meiit and for training in mass commmmication],
the stations should be able to cum some ncome
through restrained sale of aintime and comimer-
cials refared 1o their eonstimency and mission, T
have in the past advocated also thar all of these
campus radios be linked topether in a loose
national nerwork o promote sharing of quality
programming and eapacity development. The
instinutions could be assisted 1o develop an
approprate frunework for Ecilitating this net-
work
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